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“Get up” 
 
‘Turning to the body he said, “Get up, Tabitha.” And she opened her eyes! When she saw Peter, she 
sat up!’ Acts 9:40 (NLT)  
 

Dear Friends - 

 

The past few weeks have been particularly difficult in the life of our nation because of the tragic events 

we have lived through. First it was the horror of the Boston Marathon bombings, the indescribable 

images of blood on the sidewalks, the horror of hearing about people losing their lives, losing extremities, 

the incredible pain of recovering the body of an 8 year-old boy who was there to cheer on his dad who 

was running the marathon, and his mom and sister being in critical condition. 

 

Also, the painful deaths of a 29 year-old woman with a wonderful smile, who every year came to the 

marathon to support friends who were running; a graduate student from China who came to America to 

get a better education and found instead death, and a 26 year-old campus police officer dying of gunshots 

inflicted by the two brothers who are allegedly responsible for the bombings.  

 

Then the death of one of the perpetrators, and the manhunt which brought unspeakable horror to a 

neighborhood in suburban Boston, and the apprehension of the remaining brother covered with blood. 

 

As if these horrific events were not enough, there was also the terrible, horrible explosion in a fertilizer 

plant in the town of West, in Texas which registered as a 2.4 earthquake, causing the loss of 14 lives, 

more than 200 others were terribly hurt and dozens of houses leveled by the power of the expansive 

wave. There were images of houses burning and elderly people being rescued from the rubble of what 

used to be a nursing home. 

 

We are living in a very broken and troubled world, where we are called to live and testify and speak 

words of truth and power to the world and all of the human beings around us. Yet, as the Church of Jesus 

Christ we are so terribly busy within ourselves, fighting about our forms of worship, or the value of our 

buildings, or the types of people who should admit in our facilities. 



 

We have been called to be a Christ-centered church, a Great Commission-driven church and so often we 

become Building-centered and keeping alive our little circle of friends we call church. Instead of saying 

like John Wesley: “The world is my parish”, with our actions and words we rather proclaim: “The 

parish is my world”. 

 

So the purpose of my reflection with you today is: How well prepared are we to offer this community 

words of encouragement and words of power? What help does our faith have to offer to troubled, hurting 

people around us? And what is our role in offering Christ to others beyond the Church’s walls? 

 

One of the vivid images of the events in Boston was one of people running away from the place where the 

victims were, while some others were running towards the place where help was needed. We the Church 

are called to run to the places where the hurting is present, but often times we run in the opposite 

direction to protect ourselves and our beloved institution from the challenges present in a broken world. 

 

I would like to share with you some of the things I learned from this passage in chapter 9 of the Book of 

Acts: 

 

(1) The Early Church was committed to reach out to people who were different, people who 

were other than Jewish, people who spoke other languages and were originally from other 

cultures. Tabitha was a believer in the name of Jesus Christ from the city of Joppa or Jaffa, as it is 

known in our days, an ancient port city in Israel. In this Jewish city there was a woman with a 

Greek name, Dorcas. The mention of the Greek name in the text is an indication that Dorcas was a 

Gentile converted to Christianity, a person who grew up outside of Israel and whose first language 

was Greek, but nevertheless, a person who had been reached by the Early Church and offered the 

possibility of new life and transformation in Christ. 

(2) The Early Church was outwardly focused, interested in doing things for the poor and other 

people in need. I don’t think Dorcas’ interest in “always doing kind things for others and 

helping the poor” was only something personal. What I read in my Bible is that First Century 

Christians “sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need”, 

Acts 2:45, and also “shared meals with great joy and generosity”, according to Acts 2:46. What 

we know about First Century ecclesiology is that “all believers were united in mind and heart. 

And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had”, 

Acts 4:32, and again in v. 34-35, “There were no needy people among them, because those 

who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to 

those in need”. They were determined to find out what was the need in the community and do 

something about it, even at a high cost to her personal wealth and possessions. 

(3) The Early Church had an incredible capacity to respond quickly to the needs of people: 

Dorcas became suddenly ill and died. The Church prepared the body, but still sent two men out to 

look for Peter, who told him: “Please, come as soon as possible”. So Peter returned with them to 

Joppa. They were able to respond quickly to a need because they were a church outwardly 

focused, and with a passion even for people who were not like them. 

(4) There was a supernatural power at work in the Early Church: The power of the Holy Spirit 

was evidently at work in the way people were able to bring down barriers of separation on 

gender, ethnicity, age, language, culture: Acts 11, the formation of the Church in Antioch. The 

power of the Holy Spirit was supporting the preaching of the apostles with signs and wonders: “As 

a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and 



mats so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by. 16 Crowds came 

from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil spirits, 

and they were all healed”, Acts 5:15-16. 

(5) The Early Church had the authority to tell people “Get up!”: Through the ministry and 

testimony of the first Christians, hundreds of people were brought from the power of darkness to 

the power of light. Because first Christians owned this power and were willing to put it into 

practice: 

 A crippled beggar at the doors of the Temple was healed and jumped and worshipped God. 

 An Ethiopian was brought to the knowledge of Christ. 

 Saul the persecutor was transformed into Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. 

 A man named Aeneas in the town of Lydda who was paralyzed and bedridden for 8 years 

found Peter, who told him: “Get up and roll up your sleeping mat”. 

 Dorcas was brought back from death to life. 

 The jail doors were opened for Peter, and through the power of praise Paul & Silas saw an 

earthquake which made their chains fall off of their hands. 

 

My friends, the times in which people would come to Church as a result of advertising or the size of 

our marquee are long gone! We need to be empowered by what we read in Scriptures regarding the 

vitality at work in the Church of the First Century. There is so much we can do to help this suffering 

world to come out of the power of darkness and to embrace the Kingdom of light, joy and wholeness. 

 

My challenge to you, churches, pastors and leadership in the SW District of the Florida Conference, in 

light of what this Biblical passage is revealing to us is: 

 

(1) Let’s be a Church that intentionally reaches out to people who are different from us: 

 Different generations, 

 People of all walks of life (different social status), 

 Different cultures, ethnicities and languages. 

(2) Let’s be a Church that is concerned and takes action about the needs present in our 

community: 

 The emotionally broken families, 

 People economically challenged, 

 People suffering from addictions. 

(3) Let’s be a Church that is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit to tell people “Get up”: 

 A church where signs and wonders are visible. 

 A church where the transforming power of Christ is at work and we can see professions of faith 

and people coming to Christ. 

 A church whose heart is for those who are not present, the ones who are crippled beggars, 

strangers, paralyzed and bedridden, and the ones who are dead, so they might be brought back 

to life. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 
 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Please join Rev. Dr. Jeff Stiggins as he leads two workshops in the Venice and the Fort Myers 
area.  Join us on Saturday, May 11 at Christ UMC in Venice or on Saturday, May 18 at Faith UMC 

in Ft. Myers. 
 

These workshops are free but we do need everyone to register so we have enough materials.  
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO SIGN UP NOW!  Rev. Stiggins will be leading the following 
workshops: 

 
How do we improve our congregation’s missional connection to our community? 

In this practical workshop, we will review why connecting with our 
community in mission is so critical.  We will discover two “lenses” that will 
help leaders (1) see more clearly how they are currently connecting to the 

community and (2) discern how they might take next steps toward their 
connection becoming more Christ-like.  We will then view three ministry 

video clips through these lenses and discuss how each ministry is Biblically 
sound and how it could be improved. 

Why does change bring conflict and how can we respond to it faithfully? 
Where two or more are gathered together . . . there will be conflict! This is 
especially so today in an age of change when congregations must change 

how we “do church” if our congregation is to remain missionally vital. This 
workshop will help participants (1) understand why conflict is so common and 

(2) discover practical, Biblical strategies for faithfully living out Jesus’ call for 
us to be agents of reconciliation as we faithfully follow Him. 

 

To register: 
Click here for the event at Christ UMC in Venice on May 11 

 
Click here for the event at Faith UMC in Fort Myers on May 18 

 

Contact the South West District Office (941-371-6511) with any questions. 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CELEBRATE JESUS  
Celebrate Jesus 2013 Summer Missions 
The Glades Mission:  June 22-29 
Treasure Coast Mission:  July 27-August 3 
 
2013 Celebrate Jesus Golf Classic 
Wednesday, June 12 – Lakeland 
 
Link to newsletter:  http://eepurl.com/xTl1T  
Website:  http://www.cjmission.org/  

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4270
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4271
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2013 Annual Conference will be held at The Lakeland Center from June 13 – 15, 2013 

 

South West District Pre-Conference Orientations: 

Sunday, May 19th – 3pm: Nuevo Pacto UMC, 5535 Hwy 27 S, Sebring FL 33870 

Tuesday, May 21st – 6:30pm: Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice FL 34292 

Thursday, May 23rd – 6:30pm: Estero UMC, 8088 Lord’s Way, Estero FL 33928 

"A Million Reasons" - a year-long Florida Conference mission to pack 
1,000,000 meals to fight hunger - will be launched at Annual 
Conference in June with a Stop Hunger Now meal-packaging event. 

 
The goal during the AC event is to package 100,000 meals with 
volunteers on Wednesday and Thursday before the business sessions 

begin. We invite our AC members, local church groups and our youth 
groups to help make "A Million Reasons" happen. 

Over the course of Wednesday and Thursday, there will be 10 one-hour 

opportunities for attendees to participate in meal-packaging. Click Here 
to read complete information and see sign up opportunities and access 
registration link. 

Calling all Clergy…. 
 
A proposal is coming to Annual Conference that requires your consideration.  Details of the 
proposed changes are being presented at two pre-conference workshops.  This is your 
opportunity to be informed on the specific details of the proposed changes.  Two sessions are 
offered with same content to accommodate as many attendees as possible.  Workshops will 
be held at the Lakeland Center at 2pm and 4pm on Wednesday June 12, 2013.   
 
Clergy: Proposed Benefit Changes for 2014 
Presenter:  Wendy McCoy, Conference Benefit Officer 
 
Last year the Conference Board of Pension & Health Benefits (CBOPHB) began an initiative to 
examine the current health insurance benefit for clergy when they retire. In 2013, current 
liabilities for future retiree health insurance subsidies are projected to be $57 million dollars 
and in 15 years that obligation increases to $137 million dollars.  The anticipated expense of 
this program is clearly unsustainable and a change is needed. CBOPHB members worked to 
develop a new approach that continues to provide support for the purchase of health insurance 
to eligible retirees and has submitted a plan to the Annual Conference for action. 
 

This workshop is intended for clergy interested in learning more about the proposed changes 
to the program that subsidizes the purchase of health insurance in retirement.  The 
presentation will provide specifics on who will be affected by these changes and details on how 
the new program will work.  Additional information will be provided about the active health 
insurance program under the Affordable Care Act and a change to the Clergy Retirement 
Security Program.  Suggested attendees: all fulltime clergy, SPRC members, church business 
administrators, church finance committee members and anyone interested in understanding 
more about clergy health insurance and retirement benefits. 

 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/BKHGFEHIDIPMFAONHAIANADDJGCJGAEDJFGEIBOFFIMAOHGLHGPKFDFPICID


Additional Volunteer Opportunities (besides the STOP HUNGER NOW event): 
Greeters- To provide information about the facility, while offering a warm, friendly welcome to 
members, participants and visitors.  
Guest Services - Answer questions and provide information to guests and members. 
Conference Ushers- To assist in seating delegates and visitors during the plenary sessions; distribute 
materials; take attendance and count votes, as needed. 
Worship Ushers- To assist in seating the attendees for worship services, as well as provide support 
for ordination worship services. 
Expo Volunteers – To assist in the Exhibit hall to set up and breakdown expo, greet and provide 
information to delegates 
 
Volunteers can enroll, or schedule their own times, by visiting the Conference website under Annual 
Conference, or contacting Betsy Grizzard at 800-282-8011 Ext. 142 or Heidi Leab at 800-282-8011 Ext. 
192. 

 

If you are clergy or lay member to Annual Conference and did not request an Annual Conference 

Workbook to be sent to you, please make sure that you print a copy from the Conference 

website or download the Annual Conference Workbook to your electronic device before you 

come to Annual Conference.  There is the possibility of internet and wi-fi connections being 

intermittent.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 

 

 

What happens when you bring together: 
 3 DYNAMIC speakers 

o Rev. Michael Slaughter, 

o Rev. Brian McLaren and 

o Rev. Dr. Rinaldo Hernandez 
 1 Contemporary Christian Band 

 76 United Methodist Churches 

into the Germain Arena? . . . . .SOMETHING AMAZING!!!! 

  
This event will be as successful as our 76 churches, led by you and your church, make it!  

I need you to be part of this celebration.  I also ask that you participate in the learning and 
worship experience during the day as well as the concert Celebration in the evening! 
 This will be a wonderful ministry opportunity for your church to experience connecting 
to God in fresh new ways and to find their role in making Disciples of Christ in your 
Community!   
   

Yours truly, this servant and co-worker, 
Rini 

 
Please check your emails and newsletters for more information. 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
Many of the youth leaders in our district are part-time or volunteers with jobs during the week.  A common 
complaint I hear is that they can’t attend any of our connectional meetings because we hold them during the 
week.  So, I scheduled a Saturday lunch meeting in Lee County.  However, I only had one RSVP come in and 
that was from a full timer.  So, I had to cancel it.  Apparently, connecting with other Methodist youth leaders is 
NOT as important as I had hoped it would be. 
 
Our next youth leader meeting is Thursday, May 9, at noon at Jason’s Deli in Port Charlotte.  The topic of 
discussion will be the fall district youth lock-in.  Those leaders from Collier County that met in March and 
conceived this idea will get an email with the results of our discussion.  I strongly encourage anyone who 
would like to be in on the planning of this fall event to attend this meeting.  We won’t meet again until August 
and some of the planning for the event must get under way before then. 
 
I recently had a delightful lunch meeting with Pastor Christie Holden of the Wesley Foundation at FGCU.  She 
encourages any SW District Methodist youth group to come visit and worship with them.  You can contact her 
at revholden@gmail.com.  Also, she is taking several young adults from across the conference to Zimbabwe to 
the African University the second week of May and asks for your prayers. 
 
If you have a youth event coming up and would like other district youth groups to join you, let me know at 
medwards@faithum.com and I will be glad to put it out there. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

Mike 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

 
 

What a Coincidence 
 
First I want to highly recommend a book to you, Havana Real, written by Yoani Sanchez. I want to thank Kay Mannke, of 
Old Miakka, for the tip. This book tells you about everyday life in Cuba today.  Even though I am aware of many of daily 
challenges, others are startling.   It’s not a book that I could say, “I could not put it down.” I had to put it down to digest 
what I had just read.  Reality is very difficult and heartbreaking.   
 
In the orientation classes on every trip I send to Cuba I tell the travelers to pay attention, keep your eyes open because 
you are about to experience “things” or miracles you can not explain.  I use to say, “what a coincidence that is,” but now 
I know different.  
 

mailto:revholden@gmail.com
mailto:medwards@faithum.com
mailto:medwards@faithum.com


I think of my first trip to Cuba.  My wife, Janet, wanted to take a guitar with us.  First, we had to find one and after asking 
around God provided one from our own church. Our youth leader at the time, Amanda, donated one to the cause.  But it 
did not have a case, so the search for the case began.  I could always buy one but the guitar was free, I did not want to 
spend a lot of money for a case.  There were many times during this process that she could have given up but she did 
not. Finally with the assistance of a music teacher and not much money we had the guitar and case ready for Cuba. 
 
Now, it just was to include it with our over weight luggage, carry it through the airport and through customs in Cuba.  
None of this is an easy task but we did it.  Why my wife did not give up, I am not sure, but again I have seen her 
determination before.  “Katie bar the door,” when she sets her mind to do something, she probably will succeed.  
 
 As we gathered at our sister church parsonage, in Alcala, in a room where the only light was from three tea candles due 
to a recent hurricane.   We gave the guitar to the Pastor, wife and parishioners.  He cradled and held the guitar with the 
tenderness of a new born, with tears in his eyes he said, “We have been praying for a guitar for years. “ After all we 
went through to get it there, what a coincidence! 
 
On another occasion, Nanny Laderer, with Cypress Lake United Methodist Church was ready to leave on her trip. She 
had been to her church and had compiled items and funds for her brand new sister church.  This was the first trip from 
anyone in the church going to visit their sister church in Moa.  Very well supplied and over loaded she still wanted to do 
more…just another thousand dollars! But she thought I cannot ask for more.  Everyone has been so thoughtful and 
giving all ready, I just cannot ask for more.  Her phone rings and it was the church, they have just received an 
anonymous donation for one thousand dollars.  She calls me, “you told me to watch and pay attention, I cannot believe 
this happened.”  What a coincidence! 
 
We are hosting Pastor Jose Ramon Perez, District Superintendent, of the Holguin Norte District. On Sunday, April 7th, he 
preached at his sister church, Lighthouse United Methodist Church in Boca Grande. Pastor Jose’s church in Mayari is 
going through a major renovation and expansion project.  As with so many churches in Cuba they are full and 
overflowing. Many have people standing in the doors and peering through the windows to hear the word of God.  This is 
for a two hour and maybe longer church service.  Pastor Jose spoke, with the passion as only a Cuban pastor can, telling 
of the work needed to complete the church renovation. He needed ten thousand dollars for the project.  Not a small 
feat even here in the United States.  
 
At the luncheon after the service we were told we had a matching fund challenge for five thousand dollars.  My initial 
thought was, “great,” but realization set in.  But where do we go from here? That’s still a lot of money.   Pastor Jose is 
talking with people and I am talking with people and it was a great day of fellowship with all.   On the car ride home 
Pastor Jose cordially said to me, “a lady gave me a check and here it is.”  I open up the neatly folded check and it is, five 
thousand dollars for Cuba church repair!  We had matched the funds and we were not home yet.  What a coincidence! 
 
Pray, keep your eyes open and watch our amazing God do His work!   
  
Dan Christopherson 
South West District Cuba Coordinator 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

CONFERENCE HEALTH INSURANCE UPDATE….. 
 
The Conference Department of Human Resources has been receiving many questions regarding changes in 
the Conference health insurance.  The South West District would like to share one of the responses…. 
 
Thank you for contacting us with your concerns about the implementation of the Affordable Care Act at the 
local church. Please understand this decision was prayerfully considered after much research and analysis as 
to what is in the best interest of our Church.   



 
The Conference Board of Pensions and Health Benefits (CBOPHB)  assembled a Task Force which included 
both laity and clergy along with subject matter experts to recommend how the Conference should implement 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA).   The guiding principle for the group was to do the right thing for both clergy 
and lay employees and to recommend the best solution for the local Church.   
 
The Affordable Care Act  will fundamentally change the system of health insurance from the employer-provided 
model to one where anyone can purchase insurance, without regard to health status, that meets their individual 
needs. This law creates a health insurance marketplace where individuals can shop, compare plans and 
benefit offerings.  Again, one of the key provisions of the ACA is the requirement that insurers cannot deny 
coverage to individuals with pre-existing medical conditions, nor can insurers charge more based on any pre-
existing medical conditions. 
 
The ACA also  includes provisions under which certain low-income individuals may qualify for premium tax 
credits (PTCs) to assist them with purchasing health insurance offered through a health insurance exchange. 
PTCs are available to individuals earning more than 100% but less than 400% of the federal poverty level 
(400% of FPL is  approximately $45,900 for a single person and $94,000 for a family of four in 2013). Because 
many lay employees have incomes below 400% of the FPL, the exchange coverage and PTCs may be a cost-
effective way for lay employees at local churches to obtain health coverage.  These options would not be 
available if the Conference continued to sponsor a group plan for lay workers.  It is only in the absence of a 
group plan that lay workers can take advantage of this new system for purchasing individual health insurance.  
 
The insurers offering plans in the exchange will include familiar names like United Healthcare, Aetna and Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield  to name a few. All plans offered within the marketplace must meet minimum federal 
standards for essential health benefits and all will offer the same required set of benefits.   
 
In most cases, local churches do not have 50 or more full time employees and will not be required to provide 
health insurance to their lay workers.  However, your church can arrange to offer your lay workers insurance 
benefits through a small group plan.  Or you may want to consider offering employees a stipend towards their 
individual purchase of insurance. 
 
We will be offering workshops later this summer with additional guidance on how to implement the Affordable 
Care Act within the local church.  At this time, we have yet to receive some key details and are delaying the 
workshops until we have sufficient information to share. Look for details on those workshops and make sure 
someone from your church can attend.  
 
The HR & Benefits Team 
Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 

 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 

 



      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Harvest UMC Is Hiring:  Harvest United Methodist Church, a vibrant congregation in Lakewood Ranch, 
FL, is looking for a faithful follower of Christ to serve as our sixfortyeight worship leader. This unique, 
acoustic service occurs every Thursday evening at 6:48pm as one of our weekly worship offerings. 
Candidates best suited for this position will have strong gifts for leading music, a heart for worship, a 
passion for creativity, a commitment to United Methodist theology and practice, and an enthusiasm for 
working in a team environment. Interested applicants should send cover letter and resume to Charlotte 
Wright at cwright@harvest-umc.org.  

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
May 5 – Announcement Sunday 
May 19 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Nuevo Pacto UMC-Sebring (3pm-4:30pm) 
May 21 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Christ UMC-Venice (6:30pm-8pm) 
May 23 – dCOM. Location: First-Punta Gorda 
May 23 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Estero UMC (6:30pm-8pm) 
Jun 13-15 – Annual Conference: The Lakeland Center 
Jun 13 – SW District Ice Cream Social at Annual Conference. FL Southern Alumni Center (8:30pm-10pm) 
Sep 24 – Clergy Team Meeting: Cleveland UMC (9:30am-1pm) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

57th ANNUAL CHURCH MUSIC WORKSHOP 
The Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts is pleased to announce 
that our 57th Annual Church Music Workshop will be held from Sunday afternoon, June 16th through Friday 
noontime, June 21st, 2013, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park (Leesburg).  Anyone involved in 
church music or worship planning, both traditional and contemporary, adults or youth, are invited to join us.  
This year’s theme, "Sing for Joy: Songs of Grateful Praise" is based on Colossians 3:16.  Clinicians for the 
workshop will be Adult Choral Clinician Jeff Faux, Director of Sacred Arts at First Presbyterian Church in 
Bonita Springs and artistic director of the Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers; Youth Clinician Andrew 
Minear, Director of Choral Activities at Dr. Phillips HS in Orlando; Advanced Handbell Clinician Rick 
Holdsworth, Director of Music at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church in Sarasota and founding director of the 
“Ring Sarasota” Community Handbell Ensemble.   
 
Our Annual Church Music Workshop is for adults and youth (College, High School and Middle School) and has 
a variety of seminars to meet everyone’s music ministry needs.  We invite you to take this opportunity to 
connect with other church musicians and worship leaders and be renewed.  For more information and for 
registration information, please visit our website at:  www.floridafellowship.org or contact Joan FitzGerald, 
Workshop Chairperson, at joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net or Registrar Dan Shorb at info@floridafellowship.org.  
 

mailto:cwright@harvest-umc.org
http://www.flumc.org/
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mailto:joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net
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